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Iceberg twice the size of New York City is set to break
away from Antarctica

Once arapidly spreading rift intersects with another fissure, an iceberg of at least
660sq milesis set to be loosened, Nasa says

Oliver Milman in New York
Tue 26 Feb 2019 20.42 GMT

An iceberg roughly twice the size of New York City is set to break away from an Antarctic ice
shelf as a result of a rapidly spreading rift that is being monitored by Nasa.

A crack along part of the Brunt ice shelf in Antarctica first appeared in October 2016,
according to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Nasa). The crack is
spreading to the east. This rift, known as the Halloween crack, is set to intersect with
another fissure that was apparently stable for the past 35 years but is now accelerating north
at a rate of around 2.5 miles a year.

Once these two rifts meet, which could happen within weeks, an iceberg of at least 660sq
miles is set to be loosened.
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This process, also known as calving, occurs naturally with ice shelves but “recent changes
are unfamiliar in this area” and could lead to the destabilization of the Brunt ice shelf, Nasa
warned.

“The likely future loss of the ice on the other side of the Halloween Crack suggests that more
instability is possible,” said Chris Shuman, a glaciologist with Nasa and the University of
Maryland Baltimore County.

While the anticipated iceberg is large by most measures, it is dwarfed by other recent
Antarctic breakaways. In July 2017, one of the largest ever icebergs calved from the Larsen C
ice shelf. At 2,200sq miles it was nearly twice the size of the US state of Delaware.

The long-term future of Antarctic ice shelves will have a major influence on sea level rise
around the world. A report released by US and UK scientists last year stated that ice in
Antarctica is melting at a record-breaking rate, posing a major threat to coastal cities.

The study found that melting of the ice sheet has accelerated threefold in the last five years.
Unless drastic action is taken to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and limit global warming,
scientists estimate that Antarctica’s melting ice should add more than 25cm to total global
sea level rise by 2070.

At this critical time...

... we can’t turn away from climate change. For The Guardian, reporting on the environment
is a priority. We give climate, nature and pollution stories the prominence they deserve,
stories which often go unreported by others in the mainstream media. At this critical time
for our species and our planet, we are determined to inform readers about threats,
consequences and solutions based on scientific facts, not political prejudice or business
interests. But we need your support to grow our coverage, to travel to the remote frontlines
of change and to cover vital conferences that affect us all.

More people are reading and supporting our independent, investigative reporting than ever
before. And unlike many news organisations, we have chosen an approach that allows us to
keep our journalism accessible to all, regardless of where they live or what they can afford.

The Guardian is editorially independent, meaning we set our own agenda. Our journalism is
free from commercial bias and not influenced by billionaire owners, politicians or
shareholders. No one edits our editor. No one steers our opinion. This is important as it
enables us to give a voice to those less heard, challenge the powerful and hold them to
account. It’s what makes us different to so many others in the media, at a time when factual,
honest reporting is critical.

Every contribution we receive from readers like you, big or small, goes directly into funding
our journalism. This support enables us to keep working as we do - but we must maintain
and build on it for every year to come. Support The Guardian from as little as €1 - and it
only takes a minute. Thank you.
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